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saving us from a disaster.   General Grant's faculties were at
command on the instant and under all circumstances.

When the Ku Klux organizations were active in the South,
the President gave members of Congress to understand that
he would send a message with a recommendation for punitive
legislation. Upon reflection he came to doubt the wisdom of
the measure, especially as the use of the military forces at
New Orleans and elsewhere had been criticised in the country.
While the subject was thus undisposed of, I received a
message from the President which ended with a request that
I should accompany him to the Capitol. On the way he in-
formed me that he doubted the wisdom of a message and
that he intended to so inform those to whom he had given
encouragement. At the interview which followed several
members who were present urged adherence to the original
policy. While the discussion was going on, the President re-
turned to his original opinion and wrote a message which was
transmitted to the Congress after one or two verbal changes
that may have been suggested by Secretary Fish or Secretary
Robeson.

General Grant's sense of justice was exact and he did not
spare himself in his criticisms. He said to me in conversa-
tion, what is indicated in his Memoirs, that he assumed some
responsibility upon himself for the removal of General War-
ren at Five Forks. He had known that General Warren was
disqualified by natural defects from command in the field,
and hence that it was an error on his part that he had not
assigned Warren to duty at a station.

Again he said to me that his final campaign against Vicks-
burg was the only one of his campaigns that he could not
criticise adversely when tested by reflection and experience.

During my term of service an appointment of some im-
portance was made by the collector of New York. The ap-
pointment was approved by me. In the meantime some op-